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A SHORT HISTORY OF OUR TIMES
Britain advanced, was the way to strike a good bargain and to win the respect of the nation of shopkeepers. It now seemed that by acting on these principles Germany had missed her market and left the door open to an Anglo-French rapprochement.
German Reprisals
But it was the practice of diplomatists, when taken by surprise, to pretend that nothing had happened, and this for a time was the attitude of the German Government. The agreement, they said, was a purely local and colonial event which not only caused them no displeasure but even gave them a certain satisfaction. In May, 1904, Count BtUow told the Reichstag that Germany could take no objection to British policy and need feel no uneasiness about her interests in Morocco. During the next few months the German Government busied itself itself in obtaining the same commercial privileges for itself as France had obtained in Egypt, and there was no difficulty about that. But during these same months alarming events were taking place in the Far East. Russia met with disaster on disaster; her army was driven back, her fleet destroyed, and revolution threatened to break out in St. Petersburg and Moscow. Before the year 1905 was far advanced, it was evident that she was out of action for any European purpose, and the Germans concluded that they were now in a position to take a high line with France ^without running the risk which had hitherto deterred them of the " war on two fronts " with Russia and France in alliance.
In encouraging the Tsar in his Far-Eastern adventure the Kaiser, as the "Willy-Nicky" correspondence shows, had given him an assurance that he would " guard his rear in and this might have been supposed to exclude the ofinakliig trouble for the Tsar's Ally, while he was elsewhere. But this was too high a doctrine for Bfilow and Hoktein who argued that Germany would be Effing in her duty to herself and her Ministers be justly branded with neglect and incompetence, if they failed to take advantage of circumstances so providential and so favourable to German interests as now offered. In a. book called Germany's Road to JKjffo, Hen: Nowak, who is supposed to record the views of the ex-Kaiser, hascecorded (EngKsh translation, p. 312) that at
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